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One of our many clients poses for
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Rice production continues in Mongu
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Zambia is looking forward to expanding its current cliental base. Soon we will see a new treadle pump irrigation scheme in Siwa in the
Mongu area. So far 15 clients sought from 4 different partner churches have signed up to be apart of this scheme. This number is ex-
pected to grow as things move forward. Base line surveys on the land are currently being conducted, thus the total amount of hec-
tares have not yet been determined. We plan on clients planting vegetables (cabbage, onions and tomatoes), maize and jatropha in
Siwa.

Some of the clients and potential clients who will
be involved in the Siwa scheme, gather for a
meeting with AfricaWorks staff.

We also anticipate further increases in the number of trade finance clients. As the table below shows, there is a steady increase in
trade finance clients as the work of AfricaWorks travels from ear to mouth throughout Mongu.

Below is the table of statistics for the first quarter.

Sector # Clients in November 2009 # Clients in February 2010
Jatropha 190 190
Goats 24 24
Layers 76 76
Broilers 4 4
Winter Maize 44 44
Vegetables 33 33
Trade Finance 776 927
TOTAL 1147 1298

District Commissioner Visits AfricaWorks Projects

Government departments in Mongu have expressed a lot of interest in our current projects, particularly in Mawawa. We had the privi-
lege of receiving a visit from the District Commissioner, Mr Jeffrey Mumbuwa, the highest Government representative at District level.
He visited the irrigation scheme in Mawawa and was visibly happy with what he saw. He pledged to influence the resource allocation
at district level so that some of the activities for which we do not have finance, such as the annual cleaning of irrigation canals could
be financed through their general fund allocation.

The District Commissioner buying produce
from the Mawawa irrigation scheme

The District Commissioner speaks with our
Mawawa clients.
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The District Commissioner congratulates one
of our Mawawa clients, Mr Kapenda.
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Vegetable Production Under Irrigation

January marked the peak of maize sales for the 10 hectare (1 hectare = 2.47 acres) Mawawa pilot irrigation scheme. Some of the
beneficiaries realized as much as US$243 from their 1/4hectare plot in maize sales. The income levels are expected to be even
higher in the next crop cycle as most farmers have gained experience and tremendous belief in themselves, motivated by their

income as well as a good marketing arrangement that has been put in place.

The new marketing arrangement involves members of the clients' marketing committee going into Mongu to assess the markets
and determine the best market price. After harvesting, these marketers are transported to Mawawa three times a week to buy
crops for resale in town. This has been a tremendous help in the marketing of produce as opposed to what farmers have been
going through in the past where they have had to cycle a distance of about 14 kilometers (8.7 miles) usually with only one bag of

produce and were still unable to penetrate the markets effectively in town.

Marketers from Mongu town buy-
ing maize at the Mawawa irrigation
scheme site

For more information visit www.africaworks.org
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